  Dr. Brooke is the definition of teacher excellence.  What qualities of a teacher define excellence?  To consider excellence, you have to explore the attributes of excellence.  Dr. Brooke’s attributes are that she has excellent social skills, offers a challenging learning experience, really cares about her students, and gives more than she takes from teaching.  These attributes validate her abilities to teach, mentor, and motivate students to reach higher.  These attributes of teaching are why I am nominating Dr. Brooke for the 2010 UMUC teacher excellence award.
  Dr. Brooke consistently directed fellow classmates to develop their social skills and not be overly critical of other student’s ideas.  By doing this, Dr. Brooke promoted an environment that was both conducive to learning and respectful.  It is very difficult to balance the control of a class and the freedom of expression.  Dr. Brooke managed this eloquently and guided each student to appreciate and enjoy the experience.
  A large part of balancing freedom and control is done through a challenging learning experience.  Dr. Brooke utilized a brilliant technique of motivating class participation and continued hard work.  Instead of assigning menial tasks throughout the term and giving no weight to them, she made each assignment challenging and important.  By doing this, a student couldn’t just show up at the final exam and pass.  Focus was gained early and was built upon throughout the class.  I recommend this approach should be adapted by all teachers for a greater learning experience throughout UMUC.
  Dr. Brooke really cares about her students.  This was obvious in that she was always available and helpful.  Teaching is never a job. It is a commitment to reaching out and inspiring others to higher levels of learning.  Is the class satisfaction the sum of the grade you are given, or the inspiration that you carry from the experience?  I say the inspiration is the lighting of the flame of learning and not the grade, which is forgotten.  Motivation and inspiration are the true measure of a great teacher.  Caring cannot be faked.  Caring is inspiration unto itself.
  Dr. Brooke gives back much more than she takes.  A common mistake of teaching is to focus on what the instructor knows.  One only has to look at her impressive resume to understand her commitment to excellence.  Dr. Brooke is more than a trail of awards, however.  She challenges her students to match that greatness.  While I may never be able to match Dr. Brooke’s accomplishments, her teaching has shown that this greatness is possible.  Her tireless commitment to teaching will guide her students through example.
  Dr. Brooke takes teaching to another level.  She is the definition of excellence and what is right about humanity.   She is the water in the desert of learning.  My future will be in the teaching field and I hope to utilize some of her techniques.  She was a pleasure to learn from and a shining star for UMUC.
